AN ODD MANCBUVRE.

569

bal's, were apt to fail at a critical moment. For this possi-
bility he sought to provide.

Some five hundred yards from the enemy, Scipio brought
his heavy foot into line, still covered by his skirmishers. The
Spanish legions, as well as the Koman and allied, all stood in
the usual checkerwise order by maniples. On the withdrawal
of the skirmish line, the men fell back through the intervals
and formed, the velites in rear of the flanks of the legions,
the cavalry again in their rear. This done, the cohorts moved
forward. It was too late for the Carthaginians to change
their dispositions if they so desired. Scipio had purposely
prolonged the contest of the light troops so as to keep the
enemy busy without allowing him to change formation, and
tire him out from lack of food*

The Carthaginian line extended some distance beyond the
Romans* cither flank. When within two hundred paces,
Scipio gave the order to the centre to continue its movement
straight forward, but at a slow and regular nte;p ; to the wings
to oblique at a rapid gait, the right wing to the right, the left
wing to the left by cohorts so as to strike the Carthaginian
line at its extremities, while the light foot and horse., by a
turning movement at a pas de charge, surrounded the right
and left flanks of the enemy respectively. Scipio commanded
the right cohort, to give the direction; Mareiits and Silanus the
left. Within striking distance, the oblique movement eeased,
the legionaries moved to the front and struck the enemy a
staggering blow, while the light foot and horse Ml upon their
flanks, As intended by Scipio, the centre had not yet got tip
to engaging distance* and was held hack so an to continue to
threaten the Carthaginian centre and prevent the African in-
fantry from coming into action, but without risking its blow.

Seipio thus Had a concave line of battle, or rather a double
oblique line with centre refused* Whether the wings ad-Hanni-llus for Sicily, C/iociliuB
